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) FORGET HERE COMES THE BRIDE, E:
TODAY’S MODERN WOMAN IS MORE frie
\5 LIKELY TO WALK DOWN THE AISLE K.
ACCOMPANIED BY THE BEATS OF
YOU SEXY THING. Sarina Lewis LOOKS il
AT THE NEW BRIDAL PHENOMENON [y
WOMEN WHO ARE TAKING THE By
PLUNGE WITH A PLUNGING CLEAVAGE. Y

hen celebrity make-up artist Fotini Hatzis meets yet another
bright young thing planning the day of her dreams, she
knows what the bride-to-be will request. And pearls and
sleeves will have very little to do with it. “Everyone wants to
look like an A-lister,” laughs Hatzis, who has worked with
Dannii Minogue and Sonia Kruger among others, adding that today’s bride is most
likely to be found worshipping the Holy Trinity of hair, dress and make-up. “It's all
about being raunchy and not looking like a bride. She just wants to rock a sexy look."
It's the look 34-year-old Nell Harrison embraced for her Sydney waterfront wedding
in 2005. As a tall and lithe blonde with an interest in fashion and a healthy disregard
for convention, Harrison was never going to walk down the aisle in “a big traditional
boofy” gown. “My mother was hyperventilating slightly at the dress,” Harrison recalls
of the plunging V that rendered her “very slinky, very sexy” sheathe backless, while
the gown'’s form-fitting bodice comprised of French lace pieced on to her chest.
“Mum tried to make me put on the meringues ... [out] my Dad basically looked at me
and said, "You've only got this body once, so go and flaunt it,” she pauses. “So | did."
For anyone with recent experience in the Australian wedding industry, neither
Hatzis nor Harrison's comments will come as a surprise. Modern matrimony has
become a place of form-fitting dresses, fake tan, hair extensions and bodies honed
by personal trainers to buff perfection. Think the Emmys, the Oscars or the Brownlow
— only with a rose-petal strewn aisle in place of the red carpet.
“There is this whole massive influence from MTV," says bridal photographer Graham
Monro. These days, it's not uncommon for him to begin work with a couple 12
months out from the big day, engaging in pre-wedding photo shoots so bride and
groom-to-be can build confidence in front of the camera. “It's a move from not only
being the princess, but being the star of the day. There more emphasis on how the
wedding is styled, with an event planner. There is definitely a Hollywood-glam element.”
John . For her part, Harrison fails to see what's wrong with that. And most women would
Kennedyand a@gree: today's wedding places brides in the kind of spotlight reserved for models and
Carolyn Besselte () 4ctors benefiting from the skills of a small army of stylists, nutritionists and hair and
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